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Non-technical summary

Context One Archaeological Services (COAS) carried out an archaeological watching brief at Avon View Farm, Holt,
Wiltshire (Ordnance Survey reference: ST86558 61311 to ST 86145 61061) over 3 days between 11 August 2003 and
13 August 2003. The archaeological investigation was commissioned and funded by Wessex Water plc as part of their
proposal to construct a new, ¢. 500m long, water rising main.

The watching brief was requested by Ms. Sue Farr, Assistant Archaeologist at Wiltshire County Council as several sites
in the vicinity had been recorded through aerial photography and ground observations. These include a possible
settlement site, an undated enclosure and earthwork remains. It was therefore believed that the proposed development
would damage or destroy any associated archaeological remains/deposits that may be present on the site and that a
reasonable archaeological response would be a watching brief during development soil stripping operations as an initial
programme of archaeological works.

The request for the archaeological work followed advice given by central Government as set out in Planning Policy
Guidance Note 1 (PPG1), General Policy and principles, 1997 and Planning Policy Guidance: Note 16 (PPG16) issued
by the DoE in 1990. It also conforms to Historic Environment Policy HE2 of the Wiltshire Structure Plan 2011 (adopted
January 2001) and Environment Policy C10 of the West Wiltshire District Local Plan (adopted March 1996).

Monitoring of soil stripping revealed no visible archaeological features although the results should be balanced against
the nature of development construction works which had a limited ground impact. Nevertheless, fieldwalking of the
pipeline easement produced an assemblage of nearly 100 artefacts; the majority comprising post-medieval pottery
sherds although a further three fragments were identified as 13%/14% century in date. Most of the fabrics derived from
locally or regionally known production centres. None of these were found in concentrations to indicate settlement areas
and are more likely to represent a long tradition of domestic refuse disposal as part of agricultural manuring practices.
However, the discovery of a small quantity of Neolithic worked flint is noteworthy due to the absence of similar finds in
the environs and adds new information for prehistoric activity in the area, albeit on a very modest scale.
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Introduction

Context One Archaeological Services (COAS) carried out an archaeological watching brief at Avon View Farm,
Holt, Wiltshire (Ordnance Survey reference: ST86558 61311 to ST 86145 61061) over 3 days between 11
August 2003 and 13 August 2003. The archaeological investigation was commissioned and funded by Wessex
Water plc as part of their proposal to construct a new, ¢. 500m long, water rising main.

The watching brief was requested by Ms. Sue Farr, Assistant Archaeologist, County Archaeology Service,
Wiltshire County Council. The reasons for the requirement were detailed in an ‘Archaeological Brief' issued by
Ms. Farr on 17 April 2003, which advised,;

“Several features have been recorded in the vicinity from aerial photography. Immediately to the north
an undated rectangular enclosure (ST86SE602) has been noted. In addition to the west of Gaston
Farm a number of earthworks have been recorded (ST86SE603). Furthermore to the south a
possible settlement site is visible on aerial photographs (ST86SE636).”

It was therefore believed that the proposed development would damage or destroy any associated remains that
may be present on the site and that a reasonable archaeological response would be a watching brief during
development soil stripping operations as an initial programme of archaeological works.

The request for the archaeological work followed advice given by central Government as set out in Planning
Policy Guidance Note 1 (PPG1), General Policy and principles, 1997 and Planning Policy Guidance: Note 16
(PPG16) issued by the DoE in 1990. It also conforms to Historic Environment Policy HE2 of the Wiltshire
Structure Plan 2011 (adopted January 2001) and Environment Policy C10 of the West Wiltshire District Local
Plan (adopted March 1996).

This report summarises the topographical, geological and archaeological background of the site, and presents
the results of the archaeological watching brief.

Definition and objectives of a Watching Brief

An archaeological watching brief is defined by the Institute of Field Archaeologists (IFA) as;

“...a formal programme of observation and investigation conducted during any operation carried
out for non-archaeological reasons. This will be within a specified area or site on land, inter-tidal
zone or underwater, where there is a possibility that archaeological deposits may be disturbed or
destroyed. The programme will result in the preparation of a report and ordered archive.” (IFA
rev.1999)

The purpose of a watching brief is similarly defined by the IFA and is;

e “To allow, within the resources available, the preservation by record of archaeological deposits,
their presence and nature of which could not be established (or established with sufficient
accuracy) in advance of development or other potentially disruptive works.

e To provide an opportunity, if needed, for the watching archaeologist to signal to all interested
parties, before the destruction of the material in question, that an archaeological find has been
made for which the resources allocated to the watching brief itself are not sufficient to support
treatment to a satisfactory and proper standard.” (IFA rev.1999)

The results of a Watching Brief are used to;
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. produce a record of the location, nature and date of any archaeological remains
encountered on the site and

. add to the knowledge about the previous history of activity on the current site and its
surroundings and

o provide information to influence future planning decisions in the area.

Topography and Geology

Holt is located c.6km north of Trowbridge and c¢.5km north-east of Bradford-on-Avon, in the parish of Holt. The
archaeological investigation was specifically carried out at Avon View Farm on the extreme southern edge of
the village. The pipeline (NGR ST86558 61311 to ST 86145 61061) covered a length of ¢.500m along terrain
that falls from north-south towards the River Avon with a less gradual decline from east-west (Figure 1). The
underlying geology is Kellaway/Alluvium.

Archaeological setting

The archaeological background for the development area is largely drawn from secondary sources and
comprises a data search of archaeological records held by Wiltshire County Council as part of their Sites and
Monuments Record (SMR). Primary cartographic sources held by Wiltshire and Swindon Record Office
(WSRO) have been used to analyse the development area over time although these were only available for the
later post-medieval and modern periods.

Although there are no archaeological records for the development area itself, the SMR identifies four sites
within a 650m radius of the project centre (see Appendix 1 for details). These include an undated ?settlement
site identified from aerial photographs to the south-east (SMR ref. ST86SE 636); an early 20t century
registered garden known as ‘The Court Garden'’ to the north (SMR ref. ST86SE 529); undated earthworks to the
west (SMR ref. ST86SE 603); and an undated rectangular enclosure to the west (SMR ref. ST86SE 602).

Apart from the construction of a railway line on the southern edge of the development area during the Victorian
period, map regression analysis demonstrates an enduring pattern of agricultural land division that may in turn
reflect an earlier framework of land use.

There are no records of any systematic archaeological investigations within the development area.

Methodology

Wessex Water methodology

Across open ground, the route of the pipeline was defined by a linear easement approximately 15m wide with
temporary fencing erected on either side. Within the easement, a mechanical excavator equipped with a
toothless bucket was used to remove the topsoil/ploughsoil along a 5.5m-8m wide strip in order to provide an
operations surface and to facilitate access.

Archaeological methodology

The programme of archaeological works was carried out under the terms of Standard and Guidance for
Archaeological Watching Briefs published by the Institute of Field Archaeologists (IFA) in October, 1994 (rev.
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September, 1999). COAS adhered to the Code of Conduct issued by the IFA in October, 1997, and Code of
Approved Practice for the Regulation of Contractual Arrangements in Field Archaeology (1990, rev. September,
2000, at all times during the course of the investigation. The current Health and Safety legislation and
guidelines were followed on site.

It was agreed by the Assistant Archaeologist at Wiltshire County Council that the watching brief could be
confined to monitoring the easement topsoil stripping unless this revealed evidence for archaeological
remains/deposits. In this event, an appropriate mitigation strategy would be formulated to enable such remains
to be preserved in situ or, where this could not be achieved, the implementation of a further programme of
archaeological works.

For the purposes of archaeological recording, the easement within each field/land unit was treated as a
separate section and systematically scanned for remains/deposits and fieldwalked in ‘zig-zag' traverses across
its width using tapes laid out along the length of the easement commencing at a field/land boundary or an
appropriate geo-referenced point. The character of topsoil/ploughsoil deposits within each land unit were
recorded using standard COAS pro-forma context sheets and allocated a block of context numbers (see section
6. for summary information and Figure 1).

Artefacts were collected and bagged using a unique land unit code. Where appropriate, the specific location of
finds was logged and bagged separately. These have been plotted in Figure 1. Modern cultural material was
not collected although type and frequency was noted.

A photographic record consisting of colour transparencies was maintained to demonstrate the general nature of
development operations.

Results

The depth of topsoil/ploughsoil varied between 0.12m and 0.30m and consisted of a soft to firm, brown (10YR
4/3: contexts 100-300) or very dark, greyish brown (10YR 3/2: context 400) silt/clay containing low frequencies
of flint, chert, limestone and sandstone fragments. The removal of this layer revealed no evidence to indicate
any visible sub-surface archaeological features. However, it is important to note that the easement was
excavated to provide an operations surface and not to produce a clean horizon. This being the case, any small
or ephemeral archaeological remains/deposits were unlikely to have been detected.

Nevertheless, 96 artefacts (see section 7.) were recovered from the residue of topsoil/ploughsoil stripping
throughout the easement, the majority of which were evenly spread throughout the pipeline route. These mostly
comprise post-medieval pottery sherds although a small number of medieval fabrics were also collected. Three
fragments of prehistoric worked flint were additionally recovered. The locations of these have been plotted in
Figure 1.

In consultation with Sue Farr (County Archaeology Service), it was agreed that no further programme of
archaeological works was required.

An Archaeological Watching Brief — Staverton Embankment Rising Main Diversion, Avon View Farm, Holt, Wiltshire. 3
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7.2.

The finds

With the exception of metalwork, finds recovered from the watching brief were washed and marked, where
possible, with a code issued by Devizes Museum identifying the site (2003.68HOLT), followed by the context
number. The finds were separated into artefact types and quantified by find number, quantity and weight in
grams. This data is presented as a table (Table 3) with the exception of ceramics and flint which have been
tabulated and discussed in separate specialist reports below. Bulk finds such as post-medieval and modern
brick and tile were noted on profile log/context sheets but were not collected. A request has been made to the
site owner(s) through Wessex Water plc to transfer the title of all finds recovered to Devizes Museum.

Pottery by Lorraine Mepham (Wessex Archaeology Finds Service. Report reference: 45393.8)

Introduction

A small quantity of pottery (85 sherds) recovered during the watching brief was examined, of which three are of
medieval date and 82 post-medieval. These sherds derived from 41 separate contexts; details of pottery types
by context are given in Table 1. Overall condition of the post-medieval sherds is fair, with a relatively low degree
of abrasion (mean sherd size 7.9 grammes), but the medieval sherds are smaller and more abraded (mean
sherd weight 4.0 grammes).

Medieval

The three medieval sherds (from contexts 1, 16 and 17) are all sandy wares, fairly non-distinctive but possibly
all products of the industry based in Crockerton, near Warminster (Smith 1997, 22, fabrics G and H). A date
range of 13" to 14t century can be suggested for these sherds.

Post-Medieval

The post-medieval sherds are in a relatively limited range of ware types. Predominant amongst these are the
factory-produced wares of the late 18t century onwards — creamware (4 sherds), pearlware (5 sherds), bone
china (1 sherd) and later refined redware and whitewares (40 sherds)

Also present are coarse earthenwares, including both Verwood type earthenwares from east Dorset (7 sherds)
and redwares (15 sherds), some at least deriving from the post-medieval Crockerton industry (Smith 1997, 29,
fabric P). These earthenwares, as long-lived utilitarian wares, are not generally closely datable, but while the
Crockerton types were current throughout most of the post-medieval period, Verwood types tend to appear in
the ceramic sequence outside Dorset only from the 18t century.

The only other types represented, all in small quantities, are porcelain (3 sherds), Staffordshire-type slipware (1

sherd), tinglazed earthenware (3 sherds), white saltglaze (2 sherds) and stoneware (2 sherds). Amongst these
there is nothing that is necessarily earlier than late 17t century.

Find no. No.

=
=
g

Ware type/comments

medieval sandy (Crockerton type?)
Verwood type earthenware
Staffordshire type slipware (feathered)
redware (Crockerton type?)

redware (Crockerton type?)
stoneware

Verwood type earthenware

refined whiteware (blue & white transfer printed)
creamware

creamware

redware

creamware
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=
NN O

An Archaeological Watching Brief - Staverton Embankment Rising Main Diversion, Avon View Farm, Holt, Wiltshire.



CoNTEXT [ON=

Find no. No. Wt. (g) Ware type/comments
15 1 10 Crockerton type redware
16 1 5 medieval sandy (Crockerton type?)
17 1 2 medieval sandy (Crockerton type?)
17 2 16 redware (Crockerton type?)
18 1 3 Crockerton type redware
19 3 12 tinglaze
20 1 5 white saltglaze
21 1 22 refined whiteware (blue & white transfer printed)
22 3 10 refined whiteware (blue & white transfer printed)
23 4 8 pearlware
23 2 11 redwares (1 flowerpot; 1 Crockerton-type)
24 17 175 refined whiteware (blue & white transfer printed)
25 1 8 white saltglaze
26 2 29 refined whiteware (blue & white transfer printed)
27 4 10 refined whiteware (blue & white transfer printed)
28 1 19 Verwood type earthenware
29 3 14 porcelain
30 1 5 bone china
31 1 20 Verwood type earthenware
32 1 8 refined whiteware (blue & white transfer printed)
33 1 8 pearlware
34 1 14 Crockerton type redware
35 1 13 refined redware
35 1 29 Verwood type earthenware
38 2 8 redware (Crockerton type; 1 ?sgraffito)
40 2 20 Verwood type earthenware
41 1 6 refined whiteware (blue & white transfer printed)
45 5 13 refined whiteware (banded ware)
46 1 45 redware (jug handle)
47 2 12 redware (flowerpot)
48 2 5 refined whiteware
49 1 3 stoneware (modern ribbed jar)
51 1 4 refined whiteware (brown & white transfer printed)
85 656 TOTALS

Table 1. Pottery by find number

References

Smith, R.W., 1997, Excavations at Emwell Street, Warminster; the Early Economy and Environment of a
Wiltshire Market Town, Wessex Archaeology

7.3. Lithic assessment by Clive Jonathon Bond BA, MA, FSA Scot (College Research Centre for
Archaeology and History, King Alfred’s College

Introduction
Three struck flint artefacts, at a combined weight of less than 2 grams were made available for assessment
(Table 3, Figure 1).

Raw material

The raw material for all three pieces is flint, mostly from a chalk Downland source, the Green-black-grey type
being prevalent in the matrix of Clay-with-flints in the Wessex Downs, particularly Wiltshire, Dorset and
Hampshire (cf. Bond in press).

An Archaeological Watching Brief - Staverton Embankment Rising Main Diversion, Avon View Farm, Holt, Wiltshire.
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Technology

The small assemblage available for assessment suggests a flake-blade technology that is Holocene in date.
The emphasis on broad flakes, with blade proportions, fine, prepared platforms (a chipped platform on find no.
14), is characteristic of an earlier Neolithic flake industry (Bradley 1987, 182-183). The remaining core-related
artefacts are irregular chunks, with battered edges, originating from the earlier stages of core reduction and
common when breaking up nodular or pebble derived flint (Find nos. 18 and 50). This material is perhaps
contemporary with the flake-blade material, earlier Neolithic and/or middle Neolithic.

Conclusion

Despite the small size of the assemblage a brief statement can be given. The majority of the assemblage is
indicative of working stone, perhaps the dropping of a few flakes during knapping, at a short-stay stop. The
slight nature of this assemblage is consistent with small groups of people moving, following the seasonal round,
hunting, gathering, fishing and/or herding. However, there is not a conservative attitude towards working flint
suggesting easy access to surface nodule flint.

FIND NUMBER
Description 14 18 50

Artefact Core Rejuvenation Flake Chunk Core Fragment

(artefact category, waste or
retouched form)

Material (raw material) Flint Flint Flint
% cortex 5 0 0
(total % cortex on dorsal)

Length (mm - max.) 20

Breadth (mm - max.) 14

Thickness (mm - max.) 4

Weight (grams) 0 08 0.9
Platform type Plain - Plain

(on proximal, indicative of the
type of core-preparation)

Bulb type Diffuse Pronounced Pronounced
(on proximal, indicative of the

type of hammer production)

Termination (on distal) Feathered Hinged Snapped

Angle of retouch

(between the basal plain

(ventral) and the angle of the

retouched face on dorsal)

Condition Fresh Rolled Fresh

(fresh or rolled)

Patina - - -
(indicative of the formation of

patina (skin) on the surface of

the flint, or recorticated (in the

process of forming))

Period Neolithic — Early Neolithic ?Prehistoric, ?Neolithic Prehistoric?, Early
Nealithic/Middle Neolithic

Comments Complete, small flake, with Iregular chunk, possibly PREH.  Irregular fragment from core,
parallel-sided blade-flake With broad, large flake scars, with flake large scars, broad,
scars on dorsal. Fine, small irregular. Rolled, faceted edges.  fa0eteq edges. Complete.
flake, typically EN. With Complete. Flint: Green-black- Flint: Green-black-are
chipped platform. Flint: Green-  grey (Downland) ' grey
black-grey (Downland) (Downland)

Table 2. Lithic assessment

An Archaeological Watching Brief - Staverton Embankment Rising Main Diversion, Avon View Farm, Holt, Wiltshire. 7
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The watching brief provided a small quantity of additional finds, as noted in Table 3. Artefacts recovered include
one undated copper stud nail (no. 13); one oyster shell (no. 42); one fragment of a post-medieval/modern clay
roof pantile and three fragments of post-medieval clay tobacco pipe stems (nos. 11 and 39). Two horse shoes
were also found and comprise one handmade, un-fullered shoe (no. 43) measuring 155mm x 150mm x 13mm
(max.) with toe clip and one calkin, and another un-fullered shoe (no. 44) with dimensions 173mm x 175mm X
10mm (max.) with top and side toe clips and no calkins. Both shoes date from the late 19% or 20t centuries.

Find no. Clay pipe Ferrous Tile Oyster
no. wt. (9) no. wt. (9) no. wt. (9) no. wt. (9)
11 1 6
13 1 1
37 1 56
39 2 2
42 1 8
43 1 474
44 1 492
TOTALS 3 8 3 967 1 56 1 8

Table 3. Artefact quantification

Conclusions

Monitoring of soil stripping revealed no visible archaeological features although the results should be balanced
against the nature of development construction works which had a limited ground impact. Nevertheless,
fieldwalking of the pipeline easement produced an assemblage of nearly 100 artefacts; the majority comprising
post-medieval pottery sherds although a further three fragments were identified as 131/14™ century in date.
Most of the fabrics derived from locally or regionally known production centres. None of these were found in
concentrations to indicate settlement areas and are more likely to represent a long tradition of domestic refuse
disposal as part of agricultural manuring practices. However, the discovery of a small quantity of Neolithic
worked flint is noteworthy due to the absence of similar finds in the environs and adds new information for
prehistoric activity in the area, albeit on a very modest scale.

Archive

The site archive is currently held at the offices of Context One Archaeological Services. This consists of four
pro-forma context sheets; one colour transparency; and copies of this report in printed and digital format. An e-
report is also available to download/view online at http://iwww.contextone.co.uk/watching_briefs.htm

An Archaeological Watching Brief - Staverton Embankment Rising Main Diversion, Avon View Farm, Holt, Wiltshire.
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10.
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11.

Maps

Copies of the watching brief report will be deposited with:

Wessex Water plc County Archaeological Service
Claverton Down Road Libraries and Heritage
Claverton Down Wiltshire County Council
Bath Bythesea Road
BA2 TWW Trowbridge
Wiltshire
BA14 8BS
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Wiltshire and Swindon

Title/description Record Office reference

Long Acre Close 1041/1

Holt (G13/990/10L
Hunt's Hall Farm 800/31

Holt (Reference book, see G13/990/17) G13/990/15L
Holt Farm, sale particulars 2033/1

Holt. Sale particular and plan. Hunt's Hall 816/243

Tithe of the Parish of Bradford, in the County of Wilts
Apportionment of the Rent-Charge in lieu of Tithes in the Parish of Bradford, in the
County of Wilts

Ordnance Survey 6” Sheet 32

Ordnance Survey 25” (1st edition) Sheet 32/16
Ordnance Survey 25” (2nd edition) Sheet 32/16
Ordnance Survey 25” Sheet 32/16
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Appendix 1: Sites and Monuments Record (SMR) report for archaeological events within

a 650m radius of the development site.

© Libraries and Heritage Service, Wiltshire County Council.

Registered Battlefield |:| Battlefield name:

|:| LB grade:

Listed Building

Condition: Extant

Landuse: Pasture

Description:  Undated earthworks
Dimensions:

Comments:  Various features
Sources: A6/215067

Condition date:
Landuse date:

NMR number:

SMRno:  ST86SE 602 Site name: South of Manor Farm

Parish: Holt

District: West Wiltshire

NGR: ST858613 Class:  Enclosure Period:
Scheduled Monument |:|

World Heritage Site |:| WHS location

Registered Garden |:| Garden name Grade:
Registered Battlefield |:| Battlefield name:

Listed Building |:| LB grade: NMR number:
Condition: Ploughed Condition date:

Landuse: Pasture Landuse date:

Description:  Undated Rectangular enclosure

Dimensions:

Comments:  Rectangular Enclosure

Sources: P/OS AP ST86SE

SMRno:  ST86SE 603 Site name:  West of Gaston Farm

Parish: Holt

District: West Wiltshire

NGR: ST860615 Class:  Unclassified feature Period:
Scheduled Monument |:|

World Heritage Site |:| WHS location

Registered Garden I:l Garden name Grade:
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CoNTEXT [ON=

SMR no:
Parish:
District:
NGR:

Scheduled Monument |:|
World Heritage Site |:| WHS location:

ST86SE 636 Site name: N of Hilperton Marsh Farm
Hilperton

West Wiltshire

ST86706084 Class:  Unclassified feature Period:

Registered Garden |:| Garden name: Grade:
Registered Battlefield I:l Battlefield name:

Listed Building |:| LB grade: NMR number;
Condition: Ploughed Condition date: 1982

Landuse: Arable Landuse date: 1982

Description:  Undated Cropmarks

Dimensions:

Comments:  Undated cropmarks, perhaps a settlement site visible on an aerial photograph
Sources: A) D 8660/1/NMR 2123/1059

SMRno:  ST86SE529 Site name:  The Courts Garden

Parish: Holt

District: West Wiltshire

NGR: ST86106173 Class:  Historic Garden Period:  Post Medieval

Scheduled Monument |:|
World Heritage Site I:l WHS location:

Registered Garden Garden name:; The Court's, Holt Grade: I
Registered Battlefield |:| Battlefield name:

Listed Building |:| LB grade: NMR number:

Condition: Condition date:

Landuse: Landuse date:

Description:  Early 20t century garden
Dimensions: 2 gha

Comments:  Early 20t century garden begun for Sir George Hastings 1900-10
Sources: English Heritage Register of Parks and Gardens of special Historic Interest in England Part 46
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